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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 



09/14/2004 JftDDOl 00000013 130206 10734401 
01 FC:1806 160.00 Dft 



In accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the information listed on the attached 
Form PTO-1449 is being brought to the attention of the Examiner for consideration in connection 
with the examination of the patent application identified above. The information which is supplied 
on the attached Form PTO-1449 is a listing of copending applications. 

This Information Disclosure is being submitted after the mailing date of the first Office 
Action on the merits but before the mailing date of any final action under §1.113, a notice of 
allowance under § 1 .3 1 1 or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. Therefore, 
Applicants have also submitted the appropriate fee under C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) in order for the cited 
references to be considered under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97. 

Applicants reserve the right to later set forth how the instant invention is distinguished over 
the disclosure of any reference or other art, including the disclosures of those references and other 
information discussed herein, that may be cited by the Examiner in rejecting a claim in the 
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instant patent application. The citation of the above information is not to be construed as an 
assertion that more pertinent art could not possibly be in existence. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited information 
by returning a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 with initials or other appropriate remarks. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: September 9, 2004 




Uy Abi G. Sera 
Reg. No. 27,952 



McDermott, Will & Emery 
227 West Monroe Street 
Chicago, IL 60606-5096 
(312) 372-2000 
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